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e cur PEMA chis international diffioulty
et e AT afirmined without wvolv g
«Hous the, ety relations which it is the
#%, the futy of both countries to cherish

an
ey Tt w )l affond wie sincere gratiioation if
m abnll teaut i the swoocss anthoipated
Boredofire with tore confidenc than the aspect of the

eas perwite me now to entortatn.
l'l'!‘!lTl“l'l!'I‘l'.hﬂ o Vsited

wiwe subicot of discusion beiween
-3..4 ummuin hae grewrn ont & ';'" ey
M exigecies of Lhe war in whic o 18-
% w1l n:'.-mu indneed betr to make, to draw ro-
o the Tnited Staten, {
e (e 11 adithoal and settied policy of the Ubitedd
Mate (0 waintain ial weutrslity during the
wars which frum time to time ooonr AT the
pwers of the workl. Performing all the duties of
westrality toward the ive bel ni States, we
may reasobably evpeet thom nit to intarfere with our
Wwwinl egjoyment of its benefits, Notwithstanding the
evistence of such hostilities, our cltiaens retain the
wdividusl right to all their sccustomed pr
sukts, by lawi or by sea, at home or abroad, snlyject
wuly o such restrictions in this relation as the laws of
war, (e wsage ol sabxas, or <peinl tronties may im-
o and it our soverelgo rigght that our territory
sl jursdiction shall not be invaded by either of
she bellygvrent partio, for the transit of their armies,
the operaiives of their fleets, the levy of troops for
Shelr servier, the Atting out of craisens by or against
ether, or any other aet or incident of war, And these
wedeniable tights of mentrality, individual aml nne
poual, the United States will under 5o circumstances
der, -

‘Il'l"'-nuuﬂr of thia poliey, the laws of the United
Seates do not forbid their citisens wb:”lm n‘-iulvr of tl:e

Agrrent powens, articlea contraband of war, or to
:h -lmrm of war or soldiers on board their pri-
wale ships for transportation; and although, in so do-
g, the indivitoal citiaen eaposes his property or per
soh 1o sane of the basards of war, his nets do not
wvolve any breach of national veutrality, nor of
shemeelves implicate the Govervment.  Thus, duriug
the progioss of the present war in Europe, our citizens
bave, without natioual responaibility  therefor, sold
and arms to all buyers, regardless of the
westination of those articles,  Our mercpantmen have
been, and still continue to be, largely employed by
Sireat Britain and France, in transporting troope, pro-
vissons, aod wimitions of war to the prigcipal scat of
wilitary operntions, and in bringing home their sick
and wounded soldiers; but such nse of our morcantile
marine is ot interdicted efther by the international, or
by our municipal iaw, and therefore dovs ot compro-
IL our neutral relations with Huossio

But our manicipal law, in sccordanca with the law
of naticns, peremptonily forbide, not only foreigners,
bet «gr own citizens, to fit out within the imite of the,
Duited Reates a vessel to commit hostilitics against any
state with which the United States ure at peace, or to
increase the forve of any foreigu-armed vessel intended
for such bostilitivs against a fnendly State,

Wha cver concern mnli_vdhlve been felt hy cither of
the belligerent powers le ivate armed croisers, ar
wther vessels in‘:oke wervice o‘l?none, might be titted out
im the ports of this conutry to depredate on the prop-
erty of the other, all ench fears bave proved to be nt-

groundless, Our citizens have been withheld
from any #uch nct or purpose by good fuith, and by re-
for the law.

Whitle the laws of the Union are thus peremptory in
their ibition of the equipment or armament of
belligerent cruisers in our ports, they provide not less
absountely that no peron shall, within the territory or
jurisdiction of the United States, enlist or euter him-
»lf, or hire or retain another percon to enlist or euter
Limself, or to go beyond the limits or jorisdiction of the
United States with intent to be enlisted or entered, in
the service of any foreign State, cither as n soldier, or
as & marme or seaman on board of any vesolof-war,
kiter of margue, or privateer.  Aod these cnactments
are al=o in strict covformity with the law of nations,
which declares, that no State has the righ to raise
troops for land or sea service in another State without
= copsent, aud that, whether forbidden by the muni-
wipal law or not, the very attempt to doit, without
such consent, is an attack on the national sovereignty.

Such being the public rights and the muvicipal law
of the United States, no solicitude on the subject whe
eutertained by the Government, when, n year since,
the British Purtinment ed an act to provide for
the eulistment of foreigners in the military service of

Britain. Nothivg on the face of the act, or in
it= public histary, indicated that the Buitish Gavern-
ment 1o attempt recruitment in the United
states; nor did it ever give intimation of such inten-
tion to this Government. It was matter of sarprise,
tberefore, to find subsequentiy that the engngemont
of persous within the Usited States to proceed to Hal:
ifax, in the British Province of Nova Scotin, and there
eulist in the service of Great Britain, wos going gn
extovsively, with little or vo disguise, Ondinary egal
steps were immedintely taken to urrest and punish

concerned, and so put an end to nets infringing

the mumicipal law nod demgatory to our soverviguty.

Meanwhile suitable represcutations on the subject
were addressed to the British Government,

pon it became known, by the admission of

the wh Government itsell, that the attempt to

draw reeruits from this country originated withit, or at

Jeast bad its spproval and sanction; but it also np-

peered that the public agents engaged init had ** strin-

instroctions” ot to violate the municipal law of

United States.

1t is difficult to nndﬂntandh'how]il :;hc;uid l:;:vc'lwn
supposed that troops could raised here Freat
Bntain without violstion of the municipal ln{r. The
unmistakable object of the law was to prevent every
snch set, which, if performed, mmst be cither in viols-
tiom of the law, or in stwlicd evasion of it; and, in
vither alternative, the act done would he alike lujuori-
@us to the sovercignty of the United States,

Meantime, the matter acquired addifional import-
ance by the recruitments in the United States not be-
img discontivued, and the disclosure of the fact that
they were prosecuted upon & systematic plan devised
by official authority; that recruitiog rendezvousbad
been in the paincipal cities, and depots for the
reeeption of reermits established on our frontier; and
the whole business conducted wnder the supervision
by the regular cooperation of British officers, civil
and military, some in the North American provimoes,
avd some m the United States. The complicity of
those officers in an undertuking which could only be
socomplished by defying our laws, throwing nup{ﬁw
over our attitude ol neutrality, and disreganting our
perritorinl rights, is conctusively proved by the evi-
dence elicited on the trinl of such of their ngents as
bave been npg:lmdrd and convicted. Some of the
efficers thus implicated are of high official position,
and many of them bevend our jurisdietion, #o that

£

2] hic?undings could not reach the source of the
These considerations, and the fact that the cause of

was not o mere casual ovcurrence, but.a

dosign, eotered upon with a full knowledge

of our laws and national pobicy, and conducted by re-

:rlhle public functionsries, impelled me to prosent

case to the British Government, in order to secure

wot euly & ceseation of the wrong, bt its reparation.

“I'he sahject is still under discussion, the result of which
be communicated to you in due time,

I repeat the recotnmendation snbmitted to the last

, that provieion be made for the gppoiotment

it

|

of a Commissioner, in connection with Great Britain, to
m and establish the boandary line, which divides
‘erritory of Washington the ignous

]

Mﬁ k. By_nmd‘ of ‘h;,mf:: mm-
portance <Mﬁm wpute, there en ime
minent danger of coll innb‘;':wnlhaw ts of
Great Britain and the citizens of the United States,
O et s e
v ] '
induce on both sides to
cach claims a¢ o right.  Continnance
part of the two Governments to act inthe
will increasc the dungors und dificulties of the

@onlror cTEY.
Misunderstanding exists as to the extent, chameter
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$ and the property of the Puget's Sound =
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of Amerwane passicg i00 or from the

sele wod »

Baltic Sea g ibe contiruance of Fle treaty, yé
may, by poscitality, be construed e impiying mch
Ut miesion. mmdahum-nbmgm

v any principle of international law, it became
m:&bt :Jﬂ !Lriul.l!j' of the United Staien to relieve
theanselves from the implication of ¢ st on the
subject, 0 #ato be perfectly fre to act io the prem-
ises in soch woy a8 ibeir publy intovests aod houwor

demand, .
.bl‘um'u of the opinion thet the United States onght
pot to submit to the paymeat of the Sound Duea, not
« much bectise of their amount, which s 6 secondary
matter, hut begause it 1iueffect the recogiution of the
right of Denmark tqtrear one of the sreat maritime
highways of Patins as a closs <en, and the navigation
of it as a privikge for which tritiate may be impoecd
upon those who bave ocension 1o use jt. :

This (lovernment, on a former oocasion not vulike
the preseut, sizualized ite determination to mamtain
thw treedom of the sess and of the great natural ohan-
nels of navigation, The Barbary States bad for a long
time coerced the payment of tribute from all nations
whose shipa frequented the Mediterranean, To the
lnst demand of such payment made by them the United
Reates, although sofering less by their d_e]:_urr.d.ai jons
than many other natdous, returned the explicit answer
that we preferred war tribnte, and thax opened the way
to the refiet of the commerce of the world from au ig-
pominions 1111;0 long subimitted to by the more power-
ful nations of Enrope,

If the manner of payment of Sound Dues differ from
that of the tribute formerty conceded to the Barbary
States, ktill their exaction by Denmark has no better
foundntion in right, Ench was, in its origin, nothing
but o tax on a common natoral ri;i:h extorted by
those who were at that time able to obstruct the free
s arcure enjoyment of it, but who o Jonzer possess
that power. ‘ . ‘

Denmark, while resisting our asecrtion of the froe-
dom of the Baltic Sound and Belts, has indicated o
rendiness to make some new arrangement on the suh-
jeet, nnd has invited the Governmenta inte rested, in-
cluding the United States, to be represented in a Con-
vention to sescmble for the purpose of receiving and
covsidering a proposition, which she intends to snbmit,
for the capitalization of the Soand Dues, and the dis
trhution of the sum to be paid s« commutation amony
the Govermpents, aceording to the respective propor-
tions of their maritime commerce to and from the
Baltio. 1 have declined in bebalf of the United States
to gecept thin invitation, for the most cozent reasons,
One s, that Denmark does net offer to submit to the
Convention the question of her right to levy the Sonnd
Ducs, A second is, that, if the Convention were ai-
Jowed to take cognizunce of that particnlar question,
still it would not be eompetent to deal with the great
internamonal principle involved which affects the right
in other cases of pavigation and commercinl freedom
s well a8 that of pecess to the Baltie.  Above all, by
the express termus of the propegition it is contemplated
that the consideration of the Sound Dues shall be com-
mingled with, and made subordinate to, a matter
wholly extraneons, the balance of power among the
Governments of Enrope,

While, however, rejceting this proposition, and in-
sisting on the right of free transit into and from the
baltic, I have ex 1 to Denmurk o willingness, on
the part of the United States, to share liberally with
other powers in compensating ber for any advantazes
which commorce shall hevealter derive trom expendi-
tures made by her for the improvement and safety of
e pavigation of the Sonnd or Belts,

I lny before yon, herewith, sundry docnments on the
subject, in which my views are more fully disclosed,
Shoukl no sntisfactory anmngement be woon concluded,
I sball agnin call yonr attention to the subject, with
recommendation of sueh measures as may appear to
be required in order to assert and secure the rizhis of
the United States, o far ne ghey are affected by the
pretensions of Denmark.

FRANCE,

I anmonuee with much gratification (hat, since the
sdjournment of the last Congress, the question then
existing between thix Government sand that of France,
respecting the French Consnl at San Fraunciseo, hns
been satisfuctorily determived, and that the relations
of the two Governments continue (o be of the most
friendly nature.

GREECE.

A question also which bas been pending for several
conms between the United States and the Kingdom of
irecee, prowing ont of the sequestration, by public

anthorities of that country, of property belonging to

the present American Consul st Athens, and which

b been the subject of very earnest discussion here-

tofore, bas receutly been se Lo Lhe setinfoction of

the party interested and of hoth Governmnents,
SPAIN,

With Spain, peaceful relations are still maintained,
and some progress has been made in securing the re-
dress of the wrongs complained of by this Government.
h:ipnin L not only disavowed and disapproved the

conduct of the officers who illegally seized wnd detained
the steamer Black Warrior st Havana, but has alvo
paid the sum elaimed o« indemnity for the loss therchy
wiflicted on eitizens of the United States.

In consequence of a destructive horricane which
visited Cubs in 1544, the supreme nuthority of that
island isued a decree, permitting the inﬁuinaiinn. for
the period of six months, of certain building materinls
oud provisious, free of duty, but revoked it when
about half the period only had elapsed, to the injury
of the citizens of the United States, who had pro-
ceeded to set on the faith of that decree. The Spanish
Government refused indemnification to parties ag-
grieved until vecently, when it was asscuted to, pay-
ment being promised 1o he mude so suon as the amount
due can be ascertnined.

Satisfaction claimed for the arrost and aearch of the
stesmer El Dorado has not yet been seeorded, but there
feevery reason to believe that it will be, and that case,
with others, continues to be urged om the attention of
the Spanisk Government. T do not abandou the hope of
concluding  with Spain some genernl arrangement,
which, if it do not wholly prevent the recurmence of dit-
ficulties in Cubs, will render them less freqnent, and
whenever they shall oocur facilitate their wore speedy
settlement.

MEXICO,

The interposition of this Government hux been in-
voked by many of its citizens, ou account of i e
done to Their persons and i.:mp{-d_\'. for which the Mex-
ican Republic i= responsible. The unhappy situation
of that country, for some time , bas not allowed
its Government to give due consideration to claims of
private reparation, and has appeared to call for snd
Justify sowe forbearance in such mattors on the part of
this Government, But if the revolutionary move-
ments, which have lately occurved in that republic,
end in the organization of a stable government, urgent
appeals to its justice will then be made, and, it may be
hoped, with siiccess, for the redress of all complaint=
of our vitizens,

CENTRAL AMERICA,

In regerd to the American republics, which, from
their proximity and other considerations, have peculiar
relations to this Goverument, while it bas been my
constant aim strictly to observe all the obligations of
political friendship and of good neighborbood, obstacles
to this bave arisen in some of them, from their owu in-
sufficient power te check lawless irruptions, which, 'in
effect, throws most of the task oo the United States,
Thus it ix thut the distracted internal condition of the
State of Nicaragus has made it incumbent on me to
appeal to the good faith of our citizens to abstain
from wulawful intervention i its affairg, and to adopt

reventive measures to the same end, which, on a sim

r occasion, bad the best resuts in reassuring the
pesce of the Mexican States of Souora and Lower Cal-
foruis.

TREATIES,

Since the last session of Congre== u treaty of amity,
comumerce and navigation, w for tue snrrender of fu-
gitive crimingls, with the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies;
a treaty of friendship, commerce and navigation with
Nie ; and & convention of commercial reciproci-
tiy with the Hawaiin kingdom, have been negotiated.

he Iatter kingdom and the State of Nicaragua have
also acceded to & declarstion recognizing as iuterna-
tional rights the principles contained in the convention
between the United Stotes and Hussin of the 224 of
July, 1854, These freaties and couveutiou= will be
Inid before the Senate for ratification.

TREASURY.

The :tne:wuts made iu my last Annual Messaze,
reepecting the auticipated receipts and expendituns of
thmp'l.“rrmuy have been nthl:r;'hl.ly \-rnl;d.

I appears from the report of the Secrolary of the

Tron that the receipts during the lnst fiseal
« "mdune 30, I,-l.‘:.'-,wfwmmfll SOUTTES, v’::;
$65,003,930; and that the public expenditures for the

sume period, exclusive of uts on account of th

public debt, .:‘nmntcd :3' mws,m{'l. During u;:
same period t ois made in redemption of the
pubic debe, including interest and jremium, amounted

1o #9,844,008,
The h.llave in the Treasury at the beginning of the
present fiscal year, July 1, 1555, wus $15,831,976; the

receipts for the first quarter, and the estinated receipts
for the remaiuing three quarters, rmount, together, to
067,918,7%4; thus affording in all, ns the aveilable re-
m of the current fiscal year, the wum of 836,.
1f to the mctual expenditure of the first guarter of
the current fiscal year be added the probable expen-
ditures for the remaining three ern, as et
tho Becretary of the Treasury, the sum total will
be 871,320,846, mh:]’ leaving an cstimated balance
in the on July 1, 1856, of 815,629,873 41,
In the above estimated expenditures of the t

fiscal year sre included 83,000,000 to meet last
instalhment o the $10,000,000 ided for in the late
treaty with Me xico, nnd 7,7 i on

account of the Jebt due to Teiss, woich two sume
make an *o amount of 810,750,000, and reduce
the expenditures, actval or estimated, for ordivery
objects of the yeur, (0 ke sum of $60,£74,000,

The smeunt of the publc debt at the commencement
of the prescnt facal yeas wus #40,563,631, and, dedoc-
mk\n{.m«: of subsequent payments, the wheie
public debt of the Federal Gevernment remaug a
this time s less than 940,000,000,

Tie remmapt of certain otber Government <tocks,
smeunting to ﬂﬁm. wfh:mnd t; in mry lnst Mosaage
s outstanding, since beon paid,

1 am fnlly persnaded that it woud be diffiout 10 de-
vise A svstem superior to that by which the fiacsl
business of the Government = n{nw conducted. Not-
withatan the great sumber of public agents of voi-
lection ldt:inﬁbhr‘z.nml. it is betieved that the checks
sod guwds provided, inclnding the reqairement of
mmg}; ~~inrme, render it acarely posihle for any
considerable nod ou the part of those agents, Of BeJ-
lert involving bazard of serious pubic loes, to escape
detection, renew, however, the revommendalion,
heretofors made by me, of the enactmont of 8 law de-
clariog it felony o the part of pulilic officer (o jnsert
false entries in their books of reooid oF account, or to
make false returns, apd 880 requiring themo on fhe
termination of their serviee to diliver to the s suedts-
wrs all books, records, sud other ohjets of & publie
pature in their custody.

Derived an our pubiic revenue i in chie! part, from
duties on imports, its magnitnde affords gratiyns
evidence of toe prosperily, Dot O0IY Gl our ronitbenoe,
but of the other great ulerests upon whih that de-

'nds, :

The principle that all moneys not required for the
clirent cxpenses o the (rovemment shoul rewaf 1or
active employment in the hands of the ped awl the
gonepicucua fact that the ampual revenne from all
soartes exceeds, by maoy miliops of doliars, the
amount peedid for 4 prudent apd coonomical adminis-
tration of public affwrs, cannot (nil to suggest the pro-
priety of an early revision and reduction of the tarith
of duties on importe, It is now =0 generally conceded
that the purpose of revenne alone can justify the im-
potition of duties on imports, tha:, in readjosting the
wipost tables and schediles, whieli unquestionably re-
quire cesentinl modifeation2, o -!--p:nn:u_-- from the
principles of the present Tariff '« pot anticipated.

ARMY,

The army, during the past year, has been actively
engagid in defending the Indian frouticr, the state of
the service permitting but few and =mall garrsons In
our permanent fortitications.  The additioval regi
mepts authorized at the loet sossion of Comgress bave
been recruited and orgamized, and a large portion of
the troops bave already been sent to the feld. Al the
duties which devolve ou the military establishment
bave been satisfactorily performed, and the dangers
and privations incident 1o the chamcter of the service
roquired of our troops have furnished additional evi
denee of their coursge, zoal, and capecity to meet any
pquisition which their country may make opon theu.
For the details of the military operations, the (ist
tivn of the trops, and additionn] provisions reguined
for the military serviee, 1 refer to the report of th See-
retary of War and the accompanying docuiments,

Expericuee, gathered frnn events which have trans-
pired since my last Avnmal Message, hans but served to
confirm the opinion then expressed of the propriety of
making provision by n retired list fur disshled officers,
anid for increased compensation to the officers re-
tained on the list for active duty. All the roasons
which existed when these mweasures were recomme nied
on former occasions continne without modidention,
exeept 2o far a8 eiremmstances have given (o some of
them additional foree,

The recommendations, heretofore matde for o partial
reorganization of the anmy, are also renewod,  The
thorongh olementary edueation given to those officers
who commenee ther service with the grade of cadet,
qualities them to a considernble extent to porform the
duties of every ann of the service; but to give the
bighest efficicncy to artillery requires the practice and
specinl study of wany yenrs; and it is not, thenefore
believed to be advisablic to maiotaln, in tine of peace,
a larger foree of that armthan can be vsually employed
it the dutivs appertaining to the service of fivld and
sicge artillery,  The dutics of the staff in all its various
branches helong to the movements of troops, and the
efficiency of an army i the field would muterially
depend Gpon the ability with which those duties ero
discharged, It is not, nsin the cnse of the artillery,
# specialty, hut requires slso nn intimate knowledge
of the dutiex of an ofticer of the line, amd it i= not
donbted that, to complete the cduestion of an officer
for either the line or the gencral stafl, it is de=irnble
that he shsll have served on both,  With thik view it
was recommended on o former oveasion that the duties
of the staff <hould he mainly performed by details from
the line; aud, with conviction of the wilvantages which
would result trom sueh a change, it i= again presented
for the cousideration of Congress,

NAYY,

The Report of the Socretary of the Navy, herewith
submitted, exhibits in full the naval operations of the
past vear, together with the present condition of the
servive, und it pakes suggestions of further legislntion,
to which your alfention i« mvited.

The construction of the six steam-frigates, for which
appropriations were made by the last Congress, hins
proveeded in the most satisfactory nnuner, and with
such expedition as to warrant the beliel that they will
be ready for service eurly in the coming Spring.  Im-
portant as this addition to enr naval foree i, it otil! re-
mains inudequate to the contingent exigencies of the
protection of the extensive sen t and vast com-
mercinl interests of the United States,  In view of this
fuct, and of the acknowledged wisdom of the policy of
o gradual and <ystematic increaso of the vavy, an ap-
propriation is récomumended for the const ruction of «ix
steam sloops-of-war, : ;

In reard Lo the stepstaken o execution of the act
of Congre=s to promote the effiviency of the uavy, it is
unnecessiry for me to =ay wore thau to express « ntire
concurrence in the observations ou that subject pre-
sented by the Secretury in his Report.

POST-0OFFICE,

It will be perceived by the Report of the Postmase
tor-CGleneral, that the gross expenditure of the Depart-
ment for the Inst faenl year was 0,908 342, mnilmﬂn‘
gross receipts, 87,042, 13—making an exvess of ex
penditure over receipts of $2,626,206; and that the
cost of mall trausportation during that year was
£674,052 greater thun the previous year.  Much of the
beavy expenditures to which the Troasury is thus sub-
Juvted in to b sabribed to the large quantity of printed
‘matter conveyed by the mails, vither frankod or linbie
to vo postage by lnw, or to very low rutes of postage
compared with that charged on letters; and te the
great cost of il serviee  ou railronds and by
oeean steamers,  The =nzgestions of the Postmastir-
General on the =ubject deserve the consideration of
Congress,

INTERIOR,

The Report of the Seervtary of the Iitetior will en-
gage vour attention, as well for wseful sugzestions it
conthins, as for the wtorest and importabe: of the sub-
jects to which they refer.

The aggregute amount of publie land sold daring the
Inst fiscal vear, located with military serip or land war-
rants, taken up under grants for rosds, and selected as
swamp lands by States, in 94,507,400 acves, of which
the portion soll was 15,720,524 acres, yielding in re-
cripts the sum of 811,455,950, In the sume period of
time, 5,793,554 acres bave been surveyed; but, m con-
sideration of the quastity already subject {o eatry, 0o
adiditional tracts have been brovght into market,

The peeuliar relntion of the Genern! Goverument to
the Distriet of Columbin renders it proper to comunend
to your care not only its material, but also it« moral in-
terests, including education, more especially in those
purts of the District outside of the Cities of “"Mhiw,'lllﬂ
and Gﬁll"(‘h}"ﬁ. .

The commissioners appointed to nvise and codify
the lnwe of the District huve made such progress m the
prriormance of their task as to insure its completivn in
the time preseribed by the act of Congress,

Information bas recently been received that the

ace of the settlements in the Temitories of (Opegon
and Washington is disturbed by bostilities on the part
of the Ludimms, with indications of extensive combina-
tions of & bostile charscter among the tribes in that
quarter, the more serions in their pos<ible effect by
reason of the undetermined forvign witerests existing
in those Territoriesto which vour sttention has glready
been especinlly nvited, Etficlent measures hive been
tuken whick, it s believed, will restore quwet ad afford
protection to our vi. seas.

In the Territory of Kausas there have been aets pre-
judicial to gowd order, but ss ¥et woue have oceurred
under circumstances to justify the mterposition of the
Federal Executive.  That conld only be iu cgue of ob-
struction to Federul law, or of organized resstgnce to
Territorial Iaw, sssuining the charastor of insrroction,
which, if it should occur, it would be my duty prompt-
Iy to overcome aud suppiress. | cherish the Bope, how-
evier, that the ui-rn-t;--- of noy such antowsrd evient
will be prevented by the sound sense of the ol
the 'I'exm:.n]r, whu, by its organic law, mﬁ«
right to determine ther own dutnestio wetitations, are
emtitled, while deporting themeelves pereelully | to the
free vxercise of that right, and must be profected in
the rqinylnl'al of it, without interfervace ou the part of
the citizens of any of the States,

The southern boundary line of this Temitory has
pever been surveyed and established.  The mpidly-
eatemling settlements in that region, and the fact that
the main route between Indepeudence, io the State of
Missouri, snd New-Mexien, s coptignous to this line,
wl, the probability that cmbarrussing questions of
jurisdiction may copsequently arise, For these amd
other considerntions | commend the subject (o your
enrly sttention.

CONSTITUTIONAL THEORY OF VHE GOVERSMENT,

I bave thas passed in review the goneral state of ﬁr
Union, includisg such particular concerns of the Fed-
eral Government, w of dowestic or forcign rels-
tiore, as it appearcd to me desirnbie aod pseful to

F

to the notwee of Congrves, ['ulike Lhe
mmﬂwmm. many of those of

13
v, thene Unitod Siaten are wlsting the i strongth
pertler ‘o foveign war vor domestic strite,  Whatever

il ::‘“m nf b t 4 in
17 bie to an Clnms aman natdse, or >
dent 1o ad governments, bowever periect, whel La-
\oan wielom caf devise, Such subjects of political
agitation a4 o-cupy the public mind, snsisr, to & grat
extent, of exagys Tutien of ine vitahle « vils, or over zeal
in social improwemert, of mere imagination of eV
apco. having bat reinete connection with any of the
costitutional functions or duties of the Frderal Gov-
erument. T whatever extent these queations exhibit
a tondensy menncing to the stability of the Constita.
tion, or the integrity of the Union, and ro further, they
& mand the consideration of the Executive, and p-
suire to e presented Lz hitn 4 Congress.
Before the Thirt on Colonies became & oonfederas
tion of ndependent States they were nsevinted only
by comnnunity of trns-Atlante origin, by grographical
position, and by the mutunsl tie of contmon dep nalenee
on Great Britn'n.  When that tie was sundered, they
srverally pesnmed the powers and rights of aheolute
s lfegovernment. The municipal aml socinl institutions
of vach, its law= of property and of pursonal relaticn,
sven it= political organization, were such only &s cacl

one chose to e-tablsh, wholly without interferruce |
v Dvelaration |
| deina

from rov other,  In the language of
ot Independence, rach State bad * fall power to levy
“ war, vonelude peace, contract alliances, catablish
o comutmerey. and 1o do sll other sets and things which
# ilependent States may of right do)’ The seweral
ralonivs differvd in climate, in soll, in patural produes
tions. in religion, in systems of education, in Iegiela-
tiom, nnd in the torme of political adiministration; and
the v continued to diflip v these respects when they
voltntarily allied themselves a5 States o carey on the
wir of the Revolution.

The object of that war was to disenthrall the United
Colonies frvm fureign rale, which bad proved to be op-
pres=ive, amd 1o separate them permanently from the
mother comntiy; the political resalt was the fonadation
of & fesderal repablic of the fres white men of the
volon stitnted, ns they were, in distinet wod re-
ciprovally independent State governments, A3 lor the
-uih‘pu't faces, whether Indian or African, the wise and
brave statesmen of that day, being engaged in v
sravagnat & heme of soelal chauge, left them e rhp'_ we
thie pieserved theuaelver apd tiel rity from the au
ol rvers
ol

W hen the confederated States
b S o g

o! Americs,
torud it corvenient i

on, b

Lired

ranidita

wy to the eaeen

f.'r TpuUsER, OF v ee mach as possible, con
it ity with thoae jurposes, of the isdependent powers of the
(18] tev. it ohpects of cumiou el abd sscurnty,

ed to the Geoeral Guvernim ertain earefally
tone, leaving sl athers oo the uudelegated nghts of
plepeeinde it sovereigutrd,

of o~ Gioversmen!

L
wen e the comatitatiine ¢
wi

abied ' w
1 foes, has slevated the

4 has raieed our fodne-
them, ta

eroe which transporis
he greatest nations of f

e ]
el the practicability of & Goverumen
ey & continent with cot Suate

The Congress of the Uy that rocgye
ties, which gl men i the otld have sought
vever aitnin, and which boparts 1o Anerics aa
n artlon, from

ia
b ik

exeamption from
the wars, the pintuel invasiops, sod vagie a8 after the
balasice of power which convulss from tiue 0 the (iov
srpments of Furope.  Onr wodperative action regts in the
e of permatient confederation prese ribed by the Con-
o, Our e of power e it the separdie warryed
Fights of *he States, woul their equal representation b tee Senate,
That indeprudeut sovefeiguty i every one of the Stare i
ment asnurmd to o

ite reerrvadl rizhte of loval aelt
sl

their power in e
cihi
never bave ex . Howe
be to recigandsn the Governme!
jon ite propoptichate weight o f
seln, they koew it was inpossible unlesn thev eoneeded ta
the stisller ones anthurity (o exercive ot lrast u aeganive tflne
nll the peanures ol the Guoseriment, whether |.:',‘.;.--,_,,
stive, theongh thell ognal repressitarks o b the Bepate
Indeed, the Taigar States tiemeeivos could ot bave failed to
perceive that the samie power Wwas o] all t them,
tor the security of their own domestic ntereats
- m A} ral Uovgrnment. In s wonl, tha
o permancnt leagoe on the Og.‘n:;

gregatn force of
ariginel States w e o0 e
r,::‘:.'m;f",::'f" e |:-n_-: but of 111'!'-*:1; excindiug uli
enprbility of reelproval szaression, Fach solamnly honnd franlf
to all ke others, neither to undertake oor PeTIEL any 000 -
et wpon, of literredding w ith, svothe:®s reserved rights
Where it wae Asamind  nxpedient, particulsr righta of the
Atates wern napresaly guatanteed by the Constitution; bmt, in
all thizgs heniie, these vights were gnanled by the lmitation of
the poveers granted, aml by express reservation of all powers not
grauted, in pact of uuivt,  Thus, the zreat power ol
taxation was lunited to purpeses of comuion defeuse Wil g
il welfare, excluding ohjrets appertaining to the loval legila-
tion of the severnl Stated; and those purposes of general wel-
fare sod common deftise were aflerwend detined by specitie
pugmeration, as being matters ouly of corelation betwern the
States themee!ves, of between thew and toreizn Govornmetits,
which, becanse of thelr commaon atud general pature, vonld not
be Jeft to the separate contrel of eech Statse.
OF the circamstances of lucal vor
b which o portion of the States,
differed 1
1

heis

st and cights,

her peetion,
was the pecs g-; relative
the Sovthern than in the Northarn States,
clamm, beld 10 subjeetion, existed o nearly
note nitueroos atnd of mure serious cou

bt
o South than in the North, oo secount of naiml
clinmte aud prodoction : aod it was lnesdan that,

diderenges of
for the anime reasons, while this popmlation wonll dimlniah, aud

ot mdght incredss
itule of this ques-
but still more in
euter into the speeial stipulations uf the

POCEET OF [ater comse Lo existe i some Stat
b uthers.  The pe
ton of loca! rizhts
sod ol e, caused I8
Copstitntiou.

Henre, while the Geneml Goverument, as well by the enn.
miwkated potwers granted to it s by those pot enumerated, and
therefore retised to if, was forbhlden ta tauch this matter in
the senee of attack or offense, it was placel under the general
safoganrd of the Union, iu the wass of detense nat either
i asion of Jdoreatic violepes, like all other loeal iuteresta off
the severs States,  Each State exprossly stipolated, as well tor
itaelf on for cach and all of its citizens, and every citiven of
snch State « solemmply bound by his allegiance to the Con-
wtitution, ! ¥ porson, beld toservice bt ln oue State,
epcaping it ther, should not in ronseq ol any law or
w.--l.:mu 1tk f b dbeehnrgsl frots eneh servicn or labor, but
shoitid be delivered wp on einim of the party to whom such ver-
vice o labor Lt b e by the laws of his State,

Thos and thus ooy, by the reciprocal gnaranty of all the rights
of every State sgniost interference on the part of auother, wos
the: present forw of goverrment estahlished by onr fathers aud
rrangmitted 1o we § sud by no other tesns ls it possibly for it to
If une =taw ceases to respect the rights of auother, and
vrmedidles with ite locel Interonts—if o portion of
to irapose thelr (ustitut ons on the othem, or
obligatings 1o them—wr Ao ne lougnr uuiled,
distracted, hostile pres, with Hittle eapacity
muiage, but sbupdsat woaus of reciprocal e

Jury apd mlschiet.

Practically, it is immaterial whether aagresuive futerference
be tweett the States, ot deliberate rofusal on the part of any one
of them to comply with constitational ohligstions, arise frou er-
roteous convietion or biind prejudice, whether it be perpstrmted
by direction or (odirsction, o either case, it o full of threat
suil of detiger to the dumbility of the Ution,

CONSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS oF SLAVERY.

Placed in the office of Chief Magistrare as the excontive agent
of the whele country, bound to take carn that the laws be inith-
tully execnted, and specislly etijoitinl by the Cotstitution to
give knfopmation to Cougress ou the State of the Uniou, it wonld
b palpable poglect of duty on my part to pass over s mbjeet
like thin, which. bevond afl things at the present tine, vitally
voneerus individual wid public seeurity,

It Las been matter of peiiful regrat to see States, conspionous
fur their services in founding this Repablle aud equally sharing
e advantages, disregurd their constitutiousl obligations to i
Although conscivus of their inability to beal sdaitted and pal
ble social evide of their own, snd which sre completely within
tiieis Jurindinctios, the - engaze 10 the offenmve and bopeless nnder-
taklyz of reforming the domestic lustitutions of other States
wholly beyund their control and muthority. In the valn purmit
of wils by thest eutirely unuttainable, sud which they may not
lezally utienipt to l'hu.:u.l].fl' peril the very existanco ol the
onsfitution, sod sll the countiess benefita which it bos eon.
feered. W hile the people of the Southeru States confliue their
witetition to thetr own affuirs, oot presuming officiously te inter-
didle with the sovkal lustitutions of the Northern States, too
of the luhabitants of the latter are permanently organized
t1 masocjatinns to inftict lujnry oo the forioer by wrongtul acte,
which would be cause of war as betweets fureign Powers, I.MI
wily fall to be wuch Lo bt system becauss perpetrated under
covar of the Uminti

1t is Limgosaibie to present this subject as truth and the oces-
show requize, withesit neticlug the reiterated but groundless al-
{egation that the South has persistently ssserted cloime and ob-
tained mliautages in the practical sdoiistration of the General
Government to the prejudies of the North, and iz which the
latter bas scquisaced.  That in, the States which vither promote
o the rights of porsgns and of property in
uise their own injustice, pretend or Lmagine,
7, that they whose constitutional rights are
3 assalled cre themselves the aggressors, At
the preseut time this mputed sggression, resting ae it does,
ouly o the vagoe, declamotory charges of poiitical agitatars,
resolyes itsell into misappieheusion, or tefpretation, of the
principles and facts of rﬁr pelitical orerulsation of the new Tet-
ritories of the Usited Statps,

What s the vgice of history ! When the ordisance, which
provided for the governminnt of the territory north-west of the
Hiver Ubio, and tor it eventual sobdivimon into uew States,
was adopited i the Congress of the Confrderastion, it ls oot ro
e supposed that the guestion of farure relative power, as be-
rwern the States which retained aid those which Jid not retain
w 1 omerous (olored mintion, escaped notice or failed to be
consdered.  Aud yet the cancession of that vast territory to the
tntetests pwl optiaons of the Northern States, & Territory vow
the weat @f live among the largest members of the Unioa wae,
i great mwessure, the sct ol the State of Virginis aid of the
South.

Wohen Louksane was aequired by the United Staten, it waaan
soyuinition uot lrss to the North than o the Sonth; for while
it was portant 1o the conntry st the mouth of the river Mis-
sipsippl to bevunie the cuporicm of the conutry above i, 0o aleo
it was cven mote important to the whole Union to have that
ewpuriom j and sithough the new provinee, by reason of e -
perient setibemient, was iainly regarded as oo the Galf of Mex-
v, wet 1o (et it extended ta the opposite boundaries of the
['uited States, with (ar groater br ahove thau below, and
waa, o berritery aa 8 everytbing clee, equally st least an scces-
sz to the Nort Staten. 11 i mere delosion and prefodice,
thereione, 1o spesk of Lot isans s scqusition (o the special iu-
tareat of the Sauth,

The patriotic and jnet meu, who participated inthat act fwere
it uencnd by motives far sbove sll eclionnl pealousies. [ was
b truth the et event, which by complating for us the posses-
won of the valley of 1he Mismamipp, with commercial acoess to
the Gulf of Mesico, usparted wuty sml stieuglh to the whols
Canfederetion, and sttached together by balisolubie ties the
et and tien Went, ns woll ae the North and the South.

Anto Florkta, that wee but the tranefer by Spals to the United
States of territory o the eset side of thn River Misbesippi, in
exchange for large territary which the Unitod States tranefeirnd
to Spain ou the west sde of that river, s the autite dip

wid copstantly

i riisaatisfartion v xists, = attribe- | -";(

ope, ard o erped fros (ke Sl of three ‘ranestian-
[ Buerare which emrenaadel Fo it Repab. o ad as
begno o tarn their ATEROL ‘lbwlﬂmlm‘.awiu'

ment of (be aterual 1260 reg of the nwt
Atcotg the eVERSR gp. vontroversies of that period, the et
Sutapies e Wi Tag b of reguistan, by Congrees, of tha
cinl conit ot of thw Tatire Staten to be Sunded La the Tor
tory of Letismon
g erdizatie Yor the gove
ot the river Obw had coctmued & proviedn,
the per of eeruile labor ther-in, rubject 1o lho COBAILIR v
oo tradithon of fugitives om secvice dne in ARy vthet je
the Upited Staten. Subsequeitiy to the adop aof tho Cat
pritstinn the provisken ceewd 1o reunls an ol
Lucts ap werh wan sbaointely ripemeded by 138
the revolleenios of the ¢ A vied the 2#al of
Wi (L gume sections of con fmd - ration § &3
siate, thas of Missgir, &t be tormed (o the teniio
L rropesithon wes made to extendd to the latter territo-
wicn origioadly spplied o the counlry situsied oe
yers Obdo mud M ierisippl k
retiorable as was this proposition in ail its constitu-
tiebal reiations, nevestbeiem it pecelved the ean tion of Cau-
gress, with seme slight moditications of liue, to sve the axisting
rights of the mieided sow “taie |0 was peluctantly sequiesocd
i by Seuthern States ae » sacrifice 10 e calee of peace
the Union, not culy of the rights stipmisted by the tre
Louisinna. but of the prveiple of equality sworg the Stateg
£oarsntred by the Constitution, [t wad moeived by the North-
erin States with spgrv and resentful cosdwinmation afsl oo
pirint, beca e it did oot conerde all which they hed
dmbl. Havimg paased throagh the furme of legulation
piace in the stmtute hook, standing open to repeal, ko
auy other sct ol sberal comstitnteonality, subject to pra
acoaneed nuil acd yofd by the conrte of law, © apeaait, & B0
prwnibie efficn v to control the rights of the S: I manghin
thereafter b orpauiaed 03¢ of any past of the or'gisal territor
ot Loviisians, < _
1o sl! this, if any sgr-smbon there were, aoy [T novarion upen
presvative rights, to which portion of the L'niow are they jasly
chargrable !
This contmversy raem
vivliig it save the dorua

ment of the territory porth weel

which prohibited

rha

rasian, BOthing wir
le.

o Lk terTitoTinl gres:ses
camee the acrdaion
it4 @ wev tion of the Unbon, o deflance of
atew, arid of the stipniariois of the Congtirution
Thes attrmpty smtiied & practical dirsction (o the saspe of
erweviring eodeavors by sona of the Representatives, in bo'h
Jomees of Congrras, to deprive the Sonther: States of ti
posed benehit of the provismns of the act suthostzing the orga)
ganon of the State of Misonri. T
Hut, (ke good sense of the people, and the vital firoe of the
o ution, triumphed over sectionel preudics, and the po-
rrors of the day . akd tae State of Tovas returvald to the
a8 sho was, with social Hatitntions whichhar peojils bad
et Tor thomseives, atd with express agrecment, by the re-
aunetl -," that she abou!d be wusce plible of vubdivision lute a
plurality of States. f :
Whatever advantage the interests of tha Sogthern Stales, an
stich, gnined by this, were far inferior in resuits, as they anfilded
n thir progress of tie, o those which spraig Trou jruevious
ourveiiis made by the Soutl,
Lof the Union; to the trus loves
fosged a L for the full on
ety fnstitutions, it wis
ortuuity bad occarred to
e continent, aed by fernish
el essliance of € i
for, Who would wish ¢ i
v ! Wha would tajoice to hail Tegas pe a lonn
¥ laxy ol States! Who does pot
1 wiite of the acquiaition of Lo
sinin ! Anid vet arrow views aGd soct unal rposite weuld
covitably have « xelned therm all from the Liabon,
Hut apother struggie om the satue r-'..'u enmd, wher
rnrned from Mexicop aod it dovel
& the I i by the Tronty
Th b mubrject had
. of the pulile
GLPOYErSY 1
In that erisis in
w wation, Rar the patriotic
¢, gunded by the sdmonitory mdviee
of the Father of bis Couutey, e supeiior to sl the dittionl e
of the neorporation of a new ompire info the [Towom,  In the
connsels of Cnngress their was manifested sxtrmme antagptiism
of opiudon and asthoi between wome représeniatives, who

To every toonghttal |
ot their conutry fton

nat ot the g

JnE
L

ot Gradalupe Hidalgo. h
ow bevome distinet aud eles
i i the

sl
mipulers of the pog

sought by the abosive amd  uneounstd nal  employment
of the legisiative powers of e to
fere in the condition of tie inchoate State

Iatter s and T rOpEY senine
lon of the el Govern-
et in thiw reapeet, aod mecataled the selfeoustitating righte

States.  In troth the thing atter 'lei W, i iy aloue,
1o the Gepernl Gover o, while in reality it wes the
atleavar, by abinae of legislative power, to foree the ideas of ju-
ternal peiliey eutertnined (o partigalar States upon w'ivd irde.
peudect States,  Open more the Coustitation end <be Unlon
mrinmphed steually,  The new Territories were organiasl with
ont restrictions oo the Jdispnted point, and wers thim lett o
inilee i that partwilas for thomelvas ; and the sense of cour
entronad faath provesd ¥l e enough iy Congress pot unly o ag-
cutipliah this primacy « t, but also the inekiontal and bardly
lewn tnapsirtant ona of o amending the provislous of the statute
fur the extendition of fugl from seryice ns to place that pub-
I duty under the safegun { the teuursl Governmans. el
ths reliove it ftom obatacine raised wp by the tegistation of soue
-t b Bt

A
dinfon of
the vife
Eini el o
prineiple
lwwn of tubor n
bt wequoaredd tase hold of the public pulgnicut to such & degres
that, by eommen coneent, it was obeerved in the organizntion of
the Territory ot Washington.

When, wore tecently, it beeama roquisite to organizg the
Tarritories of Nebrasks amd Kansas, it was the nstural and
fegiviniate, if pot the iney itable, conmquence of provions events
and legislation, that the anmo great wid sound principle, which
il wdreaily bean npplied to Utalr and New-Mezico, should ba
applind to them; iﬂnl they should stand exempt from the re-
strictioum proposed L the sct relative to the State of Missourt,

These restrictions were, in the estimation of wany thoughtiul
e, nall from the begi tzed by the Constitution,
vontenry o the treaty utions for the cessdon of Lonlsiaum,
nih Incousiatent with the oquality of the Stated

N hey bad been stoipped of all wernl authority, by persistont
efforts to procvre thetr indirect ropoal thramgh conteadictory
enwtments,  They hed been practically abragated by the legis
Titwon attending the organization of Utal, N--w-fh:xh:o i
W oashington, 1fany vitality remalned in thewmn, it would have
haon taken away in effect by the new Ternitorial acta, in the
sorm erigioally |I|rn;|.u-_--l to thn Senate af the first sesslon of the

t Congres= It waa manly and tngenuous as woll as patriotie
nnd just to do this directly and nly, and thas relieve the
wtatute-book of st sct which might be of possible futare lojary,
bt of no poasihle (ature beuefit sl the neesare of its ropeal
wes the tnal coamuumstion and complets rocoguition of the
principle that oo postion of the United States shall nndertake,
through amsumption of the | owers of the Genersl Government,
to dictute the sogial stitutions of auy other purtion.

The scope sud effoct of the language of repeal wern not left
iu doabr,  Ttowas declared, 0 tonns, to be *° the true intent sud
“ pemtiig of this set not to leglalate Slavery Luto suy Tarritory
* ar State, por o exelude it therefrom. bui to leave the people
* thereol perfectly tiee 10 form and © et their domestic in-
“ apintions in theer owi way, subject ©Lly to the Coustitution
* of the Uuited Staten

The mensire ronkd pot be withetood upon ite werits alogs, It
was attacked with vialenes on the false or delusive protext that
it constituted & bresck of faith. Never was objection wmors
utterly destitute of substantinl Justifieation. When befors wis
it iwagined by scusible wen that o regolative or declarstive
statute, whetne: ansctad teo or forty years sgo, ia lmepealabls
~that ati Aet of Congress ia abovo the Constitution ! I, idesd
thers werr io the facts any cunse to Lnpnte bad falth, |t wonld
attech to those ouly who bave never coased—from the time of
the eunctment of the restrictive providou to the preseut day—
to degonpee and to condemn it; who have constantly I't"f’d—"l{'ld
complete it by needtal cn,;plrrm-nlarr logislatton; who have
sparcd no exeition to deprive it of moral foren ; who have them.
wielves again and again attempled ite eopeal by the snactmeut of
ineepatible provisane; and who, by l’lm laevitable reactionary
eHect of ther awe violence v the subject, swakened the cono-
try to peseeption of the trug constitutional priveipies of leaving
the matter iuvelved to the discretion of the pevple of the re-
spective existing or lociplent Biatos. .

Tt is not pretended that this priceipie, or any other, praelndes
the possibility of evile in practice, disturbed wa itical sction
i# linhle 10 be by humau passtorm.  No form of Goverament la
exempt from incouveulences; butio this cuse they ar the e
wult of the abuse, and oot of the legitimate exsrcias, of tha
powers teserved or coulferred in the organisstion of & Territory.
They are not 1o be charged to the great, principle of pupulsr
soversigoty ; on the conutrery, they disappear betorn the Intelii-
groce aid patriotism of the people, sxertng through the bailod-
box their peaceinl and silent but irrexintihlo power.

IF the tebenda of the Coustitution are te have auother'struggle,
itw eneniles conld not present & more acce ptable leeue than (et
af n State whose Coostitution clearly embraces * 2 Ropublican
Y oluem of government,” bewg exelnded from the Unlon becaum
it domestie inatiturions may not [ all respects comport witn
the idesn of what e wise snd expedient eutertaioed (o some
other State. Fresh from groundless imputations of breach of
faith agatost others, men will commence the ugitation of this
uew quostion with ludubitable violation of au express com.
wct between the independent sovermign powers of the United
States sid the Republic of Texas, as well ss of the older sod
;anll, wolemin compacts which wssurs the equality of ail the

R fate,

Hut deplorabls as wonid ba snch » violation of compact in it-
wnlf atal in oll its digect consoquences, that s the very least of
the evils involyed. When scctional sgitators shall have mue-
veeded in forciog on this lesue, can their pretonsions fail 1o s
met by rounter pretensions ! Wil gt reat States be com-
pelied reapectively to mest extremes with extremes] Aad if
vither extreme urri itn point what | that so far forth but dleso-
lation of the Union T 1f & uew Etate, from the terri-
tory of the Uulted States, be absolutely excluded from sdmis-
siou therein, that fact of iteelf coustitutes the disruption of
unlou between it and the other States.  But the oo of die
selution could vot stop there. Wonld not & sectional deciaion
produciog snch result by & majonity of votes, either Nortbers or
Southern, of uecesslty drive out und agzrievsd
munerity, and place in pressnce of ench other two Lireconeils-

hlf houtile confederatione !
t is Loe o speak thus plainly of projeets, the offepriog

their own social t
tlves, who pepellod the inf

‘Inmation reganiing the provisions of law for the axtra.

itives froen seryiee, with oecnslonal episodis of tian
s obstruct their execntion hy ot aod mnrdes, coke
belet tisme to ngitate certain lcalities.  Dut the toae
aving sech State wind Terrliory to regulate its own
opling to its own sensa of nght and expedienicy,

of that sect tation now prevailing lu sowe of the States
which are aa fcablo as they wra uncovstitational,
which, if pe red v, must sod will eod calamitoualy, It ir

elther disnuion and eivil war, or it is mers angry, idle, wimloss
disturbsres of public pesee snd tranquillity.  Disunion fos
what! Ifthe rage of fi aod wphnit
i not force the hmn our attantion, it would m-ﬁl to
believe that auy co rable partion of the o of thisFa-
lghseunad conntry could have so surreude: thomsnives to &
tanatical dovotion to the supposed lutorosts of the relativaly fow
Aftiennn in the United Stazes, as totally to sbasdou
aard the (uterrats of the twenty-five millious of Americans—to
trample uuder foot the lnmuctious of morsl and Constitution.
al cbligation—aid to engage in plaus of vindictive hostility
sxalust thuee whe are :fmmd with them I the enjoyment of
. 2 of onr 1 Faatten s

Not s it bostllity apaivet their foliow-cilisens of one sectien
of the Unlon mlone. The interwets, the hovor, the duty, the
peace, and the promperity of the people of all sectiots are
rqually involved aud unperiod 1o thas question.  Aud are petrl.
afie wen o any part of the Uulon prepared, ou such s
sy, thus madly 10 luvite all the ronsequences of the fur-
teitare of their constitationsl I itis k ikl
I'be stormn of frenzy sud faction wust |uevitably dash
itself in valn sgninet the unshaken rock of the Conet o
I shall pever doubt it. 1 kuow that the Lai
thousand Simes than all the wild sod chimerical
vocial change, wilch arm geuerated, oue after another, in the

nastnble miude of viskonary sopkists aud (nterested agitatore. |
ety confidently oa the | of the , uti tha digoi
and self respect of the States, on the w of U

above all, on the continued gracions favor of Almighty Gad to

malatain, sgainst all eneniies, wheher st home or sbroad

sasctity of the Coustitution and the um;tprh of the Union.
Wasklogtou, Devember 3], 1258 F l!“KLIK PIERCE.

Attvarp Ocvrracy 8Y 4 Racroan Coxpreron.
A young wan samed Gilbert Sanford, residing st No. 290 Thirty-
winth street, was found oo Sunday sveniog ylag toseasible o

Listory i the trecssction serves to demonstrate.  Morvover it
wam an seqais? on demanded by the commern il ter
the wes u::: vl the whals l‘n'un.’ SR
Mewstime, the peopies of the United States bad prown opto o
“.rl wuta o eom o (e strength, sl b e i
weh Pra wd I u secpnd eerius war with (
bey bedotpsro 0 ad whoh e o el W oe tever=pee jor
L

West Broadway, e was couveysd to the Fifth Ward Polico
Htation, where, after recelving melical sid, bo partially recov-
ered and otated 'hat & conductor on one of the Elghth avenus
care buad ptisbed bl off the car.  I1a was sent to the Now-York
Hespital, where be i 'n e critical conditien, it beipg feared

Par b mep e o frectered

VORE TROUBLE IN KANSAS,

FREF.STATE €UNSTITUTIONAL ELBCTION.
-

Cutoaco, Monday, Dee. 31, 1855,
A litor from Westport, Mo, dated the 15h st 10
The St, Lowas Tatelligeacer, says that the border Mis-

nlong the rver

! worinne mobbed the Kansas electors st differcot poiots
on the occasion of voting for the

adoption of the FreeStato Constitution on the 15the
pt. At several places the Missourinos would not al-

| low the polis to be opeved.
At Leavenwaith o large band destroyed the balint-

hoxew and maltreated the Judges of Eiection,
eton (Mo.) Herald of the 22d says:

frz

The

¢ At Leavenworth a collisiin oocurred between the
Pro and Aunti-Slavery parties,  The ballot-boxee were
destroved aul the voting stopped.  An Anti-Slavery
| man's house was burmed. A pan was arrested, rlarged
with baving wt she house on fire, and was lodged i
jnil. His friends thereupon broke open asd burned

down the jad.

portics had seut for ass stance.”’

- -

Much eacitement eosacd, and both

THE RUFFIANS AGAIN—THE POLLS AT-
TACKED—THREATENING SPEECHES,

From Our Speial Corraspotdent.

LeavexwortH, (K. T.) Dee. 17, 1555

When Ileft Lawrence I intended to go up to
Doniphan, but had learned that there was a deter-
jwination on the party the *Platte County Boys”
to mob the clection. The rainy aud stormy
westher prevented my going, amd kept me at Laoave
| enworth; perhaps Providence bad deteriuined that
1+hould thus be 8 witness to a most outrageous

act of violenee,

1 Lad feared very much that the

rain woild keep

the voters sway, but on Saturday afteruoon ik
eleared awsy cold amd sharp, but with sunlight snd

iair weather.

The voters came ju, 1ot s0 numer-

ois ok on other oceasions, but by noon there were
nearly three hundred sotes polled; and as the vot-
ive had only commenced at 10 o cloek, it was sup-
posed that there would be at least six or sever
tiudred votes counted. My nttention was first at-
tracted by large boat-loads of people coming over
the river.  The forey-boat ia a large, wide flatboat,
capable of holding several wagons or many borse-
men, They had commenced erossing in parties of
ten or & dozen early in the forenoon; but about 12
o'clock they eame over in whole boat-loads, and
the island oppusite seemed to be alive  with
themn, About noou T learned from a person who hud
cowe down the viver side that they were also cross-
ing at the hoese-forry ot Fort Leavenworth, threa
wiles above, and were coming down by land.  As
the Missourians have never voted at these elections,
prououncing them * illogal,” and have merely at-
tewpted o intimidate, 1 naturally concladed that
all of these Platte County secnudrels wers nob
coming over for any good. On inguiry I learned
that Brigadier-General Easton, of tho Territorial
Militin, had gtated in his paper and had p

ehat Wi o brighde * shgnld be disbanded in Loa-
venworth that day; and a8 these fellows had been
out in the * law and order "' enmpaign against thy
+ Abolitioniste " of Lawrence, they wers over to-
dy to get * an honorable discharge,” which should
entitle them to the geatitude of Uncle Sam, to the
tune of #2 50 a day. Bad s this version of the story

“looked, I suspected that jt only explained part of

the truth, That the disbanding should have beer
postponed for five days, might have been accounted
for on a mathematical caleulation, to the effect
that thege five days would amount to $12 50 extrs

per wan; but that it should have fallen
the day that the new Constitution,

encllr :I:

Topekn, was to be submitted to the people, looked

a little like & ealeulation on the

part_of the gal-

laut General Easton, or whoever had been at the

bottom of it.

I watched the emigration of these Border Ruffi«
aua for some time, and without the slightest wislk
to exaggerate, 1 do not think 1 ever before saw se
many cut-throat-looking villaing in one erowd.
The grocerics were thronged, and the spirit of evil
commenced its work of inspiration, Hard-featored
and whisky-flavored, unkempt, unsha

evidently belonged

to ‘‘the great unwashed a

*unterrified,” With red blankets and blue blanket
and dirty-white blankets, and no blankets at all;
with ** garments dyed in mnd,” and of & home-
spunish look, and many of them with long West-

ern ritios, tlwy
** Abolitionists”
about Leavenworth in

swaggered about, cu tha
generally, and a fe;’l;%rlnl
rticular,

About 1 o'clock I went to dinner, Ihad learned
that the parade and disbanding were to come off st

2, und faucying that not

would happen before

that time, went to my hotel; but | was mistaken.

The Clerks and Judges of Elections had
closing the polls to go to dinner; all of themn
left the voting-room but three. The voting
and to this the crowd
a rush; they were
on by two prominent Pro-Slavery men who live
the country & few miles out, the
man Catholic named Dunn, the other was
Payne, who was elected Judge of“dhnm
bogus Legislature,
dently a Southern man, and ju
afflicted with any kind of religion. The
sash, frame and all.

been done at a window
have been deseribing made

County by the

was driven in, g

ES

beex
had

H

Ef

one an Irich

§

who is
evidently

.
v

&

it

got on the sill and commenced a delectable form=

ballot-box "

* No d—d parleying,” eried Payne,

six-shooter and
the box, G—d d—n it,

ml% L ]
mat:.:g it at the clar'll. At
the box !"

_ Two ofthe three persons in the room at the tima
it was attacked, got off without injury, hﬁ
Wetherill, one

arms; the third, 8 man

the clerks of election, and who was unsrmed,
tried to take away the ballot-box, and make his es-

cape by a door o on another street, Closel
.hethrm; under lm.n‘
a8 he emerged into the street was

down by clubs. Not less
around

thirty men

and jumping oo him. One man

an ax raised to strike him, if he conld bave

#o0 for the crewd. It was the work of an

and immediately some fow of the Free-Btate mein
who had not been frightened off, interfered,

first who interposed was & Pro-Slav.
seemed to have a trifle of the m.gnm.i:ﬁ

and carried home; and although he received
severe injuries; I am bappy to

T b having
box and pell-books, e

ripe for further wischief,
among them, to hear thei

1 inquired of one leading
knew, been

come, p . A panic had
men, or rather they wanted
leaders. The polls had
of the people were
Ruffiane kept
town where

I
r

them
The streets resounded with shrieks
it wana evident that the half-tipsy
walkod
threats
tions; 1 heard hlc“i‘m dilc;l:hthe
pregramme, w was row
office of Col. Delabay into the river,
Free-State
whereabout of the Mayor. Mayor Slecum

elected by the Free-State
large majority; but it turned out
like many others of the Free-State
taken the lead here, was not ** in the
the bour of danger. He had sent

ao the’ repy of the commadast, whe

»

Anthony

E
i

b

etheri] was

i

be in
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